
 

 

Health and Safety Subcommittee 
of the CoC Collaborative Committee 

 
Minutes for July 26, 2022 

In attendance: Chris Barber, Lindsay Dent, Sam Dompier, Jayne Downing, Lisa Harnisch (guest), 

Michael Keuler, Kristin Kuenz-Barber, Elaine Lozier, Christina McCollum, Kat Mullins, Kathy Savicki, 

Treven Upkes, Kari Wilhite 

 

1. The meeting was called to order at 1pm with a quorum. Attendance listed above. Co-chair Sam 
Dompier welcomed subcommittee members and began round table introductions. Co-chair 
Chris Barber announced Stephanie Jerome’s resignation from Willamette Health Council and the 
CoC Health and Safety Subcommittee. Elaine Lozier with PacificSource Marion-Polk CCO will 
serve as staff support for the subcommittee moving forward. 

2. Subcommittee members unanimously approved meeting minutes from the April and May 

meetings. The subcommittee did not meet during June. 

3. Via unanimous vote, the subcommittee appointed Michael Keuler as its newest member. 

Michael serves as the Environmental Health Resiliency Coordinator for Marion County Public 

Health as part of Public Health Modernization efforts.  

4. Lisa Harnisch from the Marion & Polk Early Learning Hub (MPELH) presented on how they are 

addressing childcare needs and early learning services for families experiencing housing 

insecurity.  

 

MPELH utilizes a multigenerational, cross-sector approach to meet the needs of local families. 

Lisa described the origins, mission and goals of Early Learning Hubs, and presented on current 

MPELH initiatives:   

• MPELH offers Ready! For Kindergarten and parenting education classes.  

• Preschool Promise is a subsidized Preschool program (similar to Head Start) for 3- and 4-

year-olds. The program is available for families at 0-200% of the Federal Poverty Level.  

• MPELH is collaborating with partners on rolling out the Family Connects (FC) program in 

Marion County and Polk County. FC is intended to be a universally offered nurse home 

visiting program, where a nurse visits new parents and babies at no cost to the 

recipient. FC supports the health and well-being of newborns and their families in their 

home or place of residence. Currently, FC is only available for moms and babies on OHP, 

but will be expanding to people on commercial insurance soon. The program is active in 

Marion County and will be available in Polk County in the future (once a nurse is hired). 

• MPELH offers a variety of supports for parent education (e.g., parenting classes). Chris 

asked about transportation options to parenting classes. Lisa responded that this has 

not been a topic of discussion yet, but that they will consider possibilities.  

• MPELH partners with Child Care Resource and Referral to support professional 

development for parents.  

• MPELH is launching the Dolly Parton Imagination Library offering free books for children 

0-5 in certain regions of Marion County and Polk County. They will be doing a kickoff 



 

 

event in Independence and Falls City. Families need to sign up to receive this resource. 

MPELH also supports the Reach Out and Read program providing books to be 

distributed to children at medical appointments. MPELH is identifying ways to share this 

opportunity with children in shelters and is eager to partner with organizations serving 

families who are housing insecure. Jayne from Center for Hope and Safety expressed 

interest in partnering and Lisa offered to follow up.  

• The Safe at Home program works with families who are on the edge of having their 

children returned to them from DHS custody. In response to a question from Kari, Lisa 

shared that childcare is provided on site during parenting classes.  

• MPELH’s Parent Advisory Committee connects committee members with other local 

parent groups, participates in shared learning (e.g., Brené Brown classes in Spanish and 

English) and advocacy.  

• Child Care Resource and Referral offers assistance for families searching for childcare, 

(especially for those who accept employment provided childcare) and supports 

childcare entities with licensing. The Polk County Child Care Assistance Program offsets 

the cost of childcare for families in rural Polk County impacted by COVID-19. HB 5011 

encourages co-location of housing and early childhood/childcare. Lisa is unsure about 

the status of the rollout. The MPELH would like to work with the Alliance and its 

subcommittees on implementing the work outlined in HB 5011.  

5. Co-chair Sam briefly reviewed the results of the Behavioral Health Provider Survey. Fifty-two 

representatives from a wide variety of sectors responded to the survey. Thirty-nine respondents 

are interested in participating in a follow-up conversation about the Behavioral Health system. 

Sam requested that group members share ideas on how to facilitate a follow-up conversation. 

Kristin recommended asking Justin at the Willamette Health Council about potentially 

combining existing efforts. Christina is interested in learning more about the status of the 

Navigation Center. Kathy shared that Gretchen Bennett is arranging a meeting between housing 

and behavioral health entities to discuss the future of the Navigation Center. Christina, Chris and 

Elaine are interested in participating. 

Action Item: Subcommittee co-chairs and staff will consult key leaders, including the 

Willamette Health Council, regarding current spaces where similar conversations are 

happening. 

Action Item: Please send Chris, Sam and/or Elaine any other ideas on how to structure a 

follow-up conversation with responders to the Behavioral Health Provider Survey who 

indicated interest.  

6. The meeting was adjourned at 2:03pm. 


